Socio-economic transformations, brought about by industrialization, and political changes, linked to the emergence of the liberal state, paved the way for the creation of a modern system of public schooling in nineteenthcentury and early twentieth-century Europe. The national education system was designed not only to match these social changes and to complement the needs of a literate population, but also as a way to achieve social cohesion within the national ideal. Teaching the official culture and indoctrinating the masses in patriotic values became essential in the process of nation-building, as the social cement in which allegiances to the state were formed. 2 The process of 'creating nationals' in public schools had two, intertwined, main mechanisms. First, oral and written transmission of the official language took place in schools controlled by the state, leading to cultural and linguistic homogenization of the population. Second, state control over the curriculum provided governments with an enormous power when selecting which 'histories' of the fatherland were taught, which sort of cultural values were transmitted as 'national', and which ideas and beliefs were considered part of the nation's identity.
countryside worked in the fields nine months per year and many peasants considered educating their sons and daughters useless. 4 Nor was it that linguistic acculturation made great progress either. In many rural areas, the majority of the adults and many children were unable to speak French and continued using their local languages and dialects well into the twentieth century.
5
European states also met the resistance of the Church, which struggled to retain its traditional control over education. In Italy, liberal governments saw their promotion of national identity in primary schools severely challenged by the Catholic Church, which steadily and successfully opposed the educational expansion of the central state. It was not until Mussolini and the Vatican reached a compromise in the 1920s that the problem was partially solved, and even then, tensions in educational prerogatives between the Catholic hierarchy and the fascists remained throughout the 1930s. 6 In France, the secular educational policies of the Third Republic finally triumphed at the turn of the century, only to produce a strong reaction from the right, which promoted a clericalist view of a 'true' France as the only hope for national renewal. The Spanish education system faced very similar problems to those of its European neighbours. The lower classes realized that child school attendance meant a lost day of income from her/his labour and schoolbooks and materials were a serious burden on many family budgets. 8 However, Spain had a lower number of children attending school and illiteracy rates were the highest in Western Europe at the beginning of the twentieth century.
9 Chronically under-funded, the national education system could not make much progress in expanding the Castilian language in rural areas of Catalonia, Galicia and the Basque Country. In addition, the battle among those advocating a secular education and the clericalists in the second half of the nineteenth century did not end in a decisive victory for either, though the Catholic Church was granted a prominent voice within the Restoration system. As in the Italian case, the Catholic hierarchy acted as a parallel and independent power from the state. The Church had a fundamental say in the national school curricula and priests sat in the national Public Instruction Council and all municipal and provincial educational councils. Priests were responsible for censoring schoolbooks and teaching the mandatory subject of Catholic religion in both public and private schools.
10 Hence the promotion of civic values associated with the preponderance of the nation as the ultimate source of state legitimacy was seriously hindered.
Notwithstanding its shortcomings, the state seriously improved the education system in the first two decades of the twentieth century. Public
